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Bl unesco

7, place de Fontenoy
75352 Paris 07 SP, France
Tél.: +33 (0)1 4568 1000
Fax : +33 (0)1 45 68 55 55

WWW.LUNesco.org

17 December 2025

Ref.: CL/4531

Subject: Call for nominations for the tenth edition of the UNESCO-Equatorial
Guinea International Prize for Research in the Life Sciences

Dear Minister,

It is my honour to invite your government to submit nominations for the tenth edition
of the UNESCO-Equatorial Guinea International Prize for Research in the Life
Sciences.

Created by the Executive Board of UNESCO, this Prize rewards scientific projects
and activities by individuals, institutions and non-governmental organizations that
advance research in the life sciences. The jury will select up to three laureates,
who will share the sum of $300,000 to support and further their work. | therefore
encourage you to participate in this call for applications and share it with all relevant
organizations and institutions.

Nominations should be submitted by 31 March 2026 (midnight, UTC+1) by
Member States, through their National Commissions for UNESCO, or by non-
governmental organizations in official partnership with UNESCO and active in
fields covered by the Prize. Each Member State and non-governmental
organization may submit up to five nominations per edition.

The nomination process will take place online at: www.unesco.org/egip/account-
request. The Secretariat of the Prize (email: lifesciencesprize@ unesco.orn)
remains at your disposal for any questions.

Please find enclosed the statutes of the Prize and an explanatory note on the
nomination process.

Yours sincerely,

k0o

Khaled El-Enany
Director-General

—— s

Encl.: 2
o Permanent Delegations to UNESCO

National Commissions for UNESCO
UNESCO field offices

To Ministers responsible for relations with UNESCO



Article 4 — Designation/selection of the laureate(s) and fellowship winners

The laureate(s), maximum three, and the two fellowship winners, shall be selected by the
Director-General of UNESCO on the basis of the assessments and recommendations made
to him/her by an international jury.

Article 5 — Jury

5.1 The jury shall consist of five independent members, being personalities with a recognized
reputation in the field of life sciences, while also taking into consideration the need for equitable
geographical representation, gender balance and the principle of non-payment of honoraria.
They shall be appointed by the Director-General for two-year periods for a maximum period of
six years. Representatives and alternates of Members of the Executive Board cannot be
appointed as jurors. Jurors involved in a real or potential conflict of interest shall recuse
themselves from further deliberations or be asked by the Director-General to do so. The
Director-General may replace members of the jury on legitimate grounds.

5.2 The jury shall elect its own chairperson and deputy chairperson. Members shall receive no
remuneration for their work, but will receive allowances for travel and accommodation, where
required. A quorum of three jurors present will be required for jury deliberations to proceed.
The working languages for deliberations by the jury shall be English and French.

5.3 The jury shall conduct its business and deliberations in conformity with these Statutes and
shall be assisted in the performance of its task by a member of the UNESCO Secretariat.
Decisions shall be taken by consensus to the extent possible and otherwise by secret ballot
until a simple majority is obtained. A member shall not take part in a vote concerning a
nomination from his or her country.

5.4 The jury shall meet once every year, for two working days, in order to make its
recommendations to the Director-General for the selection of the laureate(s) and fellowship

winners.

5.5 The jury shall send an assessment on nominations and accompanying recommendations
to the Director-General of UNESCO no later than 15 June of each year.

Article 6 — Nomination of candidates

6.1 When UNESCO has received the funding of the Prize, as indicated in Article 2 above, the
Director-General of UNESCO shall officially invite the submission of nominations to the
Secretariat of the Prize by 15 March of each year from the governments of Member States, in
consultation with their National Commissions, as well as from the non-governmental
organizations maintaining official partnerships with the Organization and active in relevant
fields covered by the Prize.

6.2 Nominations shall be submitted to the Director-General by the governments of Member
States, in consultation with their National Commissions, and by non-governmental
organizations maintaining official partnerships with UNESCO. A self-nomination cannot be

considered.

6.3 Each nomination shall be accompanied by a written recommendation, which shall include,
in English or French, inter alia:
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"How to apply?

Who can submit?

candidatures endorsed by a
designating authority

* UNESCO Member States through

their National Commissions

Non-governmental
organizations in official
partnership with UNESCO that
are active in relevant fields
covered by the Prize

Each Member State or Non-

governmental Organization may
submit up to five nominations

Application form

After registration, candidates must fill in
the online application form in English or
French.

Application form includes:

Background information

Outline of the candidate’s
contribution to the Prize's objectives

summary of the research work

List of major scientific publications

For more information

UNESCO-Equatorial Guined
International Prize Website

Selection process

1.The Secretariat reviews all
applications received before the
deadline and transmits the
eligible applications to the
International Jury of the Prize.

2.The International Jury meets to
assess the eligible applications.

3.The Director-General selects the
winners based on the
recommendation of the
International Jury.

4.The prize is awarded to the
winner(s) during an official
ceremony organised by UNESCO.

How to submit an application
Applications may be submitted in two ways:

o Designating authorities can invite
candidates who they wish to endorse

to apply.

o Candidates must submit their
application to a National Commission
through the online process.

only applications that have been
officially endorsed are received by the
UNESCO Secretariat.

Secretariat of the Prize

UNESCO-Equatorial Guinea
International Prize for Research in the
Life Sciences,

Natural Sciences Sector,

UNESCO

7, place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris

07 SP France

E-mail: lifesciencesprize@unesco.org

Please note that self-nominations shall not be considered as well as
incomplete applications.



